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The essence of nursing care continually exposes nurses to suffering. Although they bear witness to

the suffering of others, their own suffering is less frequently exposed. This slim volume attempts to

give voice to the suffering that nurses witness in patients, families, colleagues, and themselves. By

making this suffering visible, the authors wish to honor it and to learn from it.  The audience includes

nurses in all phases of training and practice - from students to educators to clinicians - in the wide

array of settings and specialties in which nurses care for patients. The book offers nurses'

colleagues in other professions - social workers, psychologists, chaplains, ethicists, and physicians

- a rare window onto what it means to practice nursing.  Drs. Ferrell and Coyle are also the editors

of Textbook of Palliative Nursing, 2nd ed (Oxford, 2006). Independently, they have worked more

than 50 years in oncology nursing, caring for patients and working to improve the quality of care that

patients receive.
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This book quite literally explores what it is for human beings to suffer. The authors truly explore a

part of human existence nurses witness every day. It does not shy away from suffering and by

understanding it tries to relieve it. It recognizes the energy it takes to be a nurse caring for suffering

and dying patients and how painful this can be. This book is an excellent resource for any nurse

working in a setting where palliation and hospice are within the patient's trajectory of care.



This is an EXCELLENT resource. I learned so much from Betty Ferrel and her book. It should be on

every healthcare providers bookshelf.

had i read this book whine first published I might have gone into nursing
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